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Northern California
is defined as North of
the Monterey Bay area
(including Monterey Bay) and
the Fresno area further east.

1.1.1.1.1. AlamedaAlamedaAlamedaAlamedaAlameda
2.2.2.2.2. AlpineAlpineAlpineAlpineAlpine
3.3.3.3.3. AmadorAmadorAmadorAmadorAmador
4.4.4.4.4. ButteButteButteButteButte
5.5.5.5.5. CalaverasCalaverasCalaverasCalaverasCalaveras
6.6.6.6.6. ColusaColusaColusaColusaColusa
7.7.7.7.7. Contra CostaContra CostaContra CostaContra CostaContra Costa
8.8.8.8.8. Del NorteDel NorteDel NorteDel NorteDel Norte
9.9.9.9.9. El DoradoEl DoradoEl DoradoEl DoradoEl Dorado

11.11.11.11.11. GlennGlennGlennGlennGlenn
12.12.12.12.12. HumboldtHumboldtHumboldtHumboldtHumboldt
17.17.17.17.17. LakeLakeLakeLakeLake
18.18.18.18.18. LassenLassenLassenLassenLassen
21.21.21.21.21. MarinMarinMarinMarinMarin
22.22.22.22.22. MariposaMariposaMariposaMariposaMariposa
23.23.23.23.23. MendocinoMendocinoMendocinoMendocinoMendocino
24.24.24.24.24. MercedMercedMercedMercedMerced
25.25.25.25.25. ModocModocModocModocModoc
26.26.26.26.26. MonoMonoMonoMonoMono
28.28.28.28.28. NapaNapaNapaNapaNapa
29.29.29.29.29. NevadaNevadaNevadaNevadaNevada
31.31.31.31.31. PlacerPlacerPlacerPlacerPlacer
32.32.32.32.32. PlumasPlumasPlumasPlumasPlumas

Includes accident statistics for the following Counties:Includes accident statistics for the following Counties:Includes accident statistics for the following Counties:Includes accident statistics for the following Counties:Includes accident statistics for the following Counties:

34.34.34.34.34. SacramentoSacramentoSacramentoSacramentoSacramento
38.38.38.38.38. San FranciscoSan FranciscoSan FranciscoSan FranciscoSan Francisco
39.39.39.39.39. San JoaquinSan JoaquinSan JoaquinSan JoaquinSan Joaquin
41.41.41.41.41. San MateoSan MateoSan MateoSan MateoSan Mateo
43.43.43.43.43. Santa ClaraSanta ClaraSanta ClaraSanta ClaraSanta Clara
44.44.44.44.44. Santa CruzSanta CruzSanta CruzSanta CruzSanta Cruz
45.45.45.45.45. ShastaShastaShastaShastaShasta
46.46.46.46.46. SierraSierraSierraSierraSierra
47.47.47.47.47. SiskiyouSiskiyouSiskiyouSiskiyouSiskiyou
48.48.48.48.48. SolanoSolanoSolanoSolanoSolano
49.49.49.49.49. SonomaSonomaSonomaSonomaSonoma
50.50.50.50.50. StanislausStanislausStanislausStanislausStanislaus
51.51.51.51.51. SutterSutterSutterSutterSutter
52.52.52.52.52. TTTTTehemaehemaehemaehemaehema
53.53.53.53.53. TTTTTrinityrinityrinityrinityrinity
55.55.55.55.55. TTTTTuolumneuolumneuolumneuolumneuolumne
57.57.57.57.57. YYYYYolooloolooloolo
58.58.58.58.58. YYYYYubaubaubaubauba

� Open motorboats were involved in
57% of all accidents in Northern
California, compared with 42% in
Southern California and 50% statewide.

� In Northern California, victims falling
overboard accounted for 38% of boating
fatalities, followed by vessels capsizing,
which accounted for 30% of fatalities.

� Open motorboats were involved in
51% of all fatal boating accidents in
Northern California.

� 51% of Northern California boating
fatalities occurred on the weekend.

� Of the victims who drowned in Northern
California, 79% were not wearing a life
jacket, compared with 83% statewide
and 86% in Southern California.

� 77% of victims dying in fishing-related
boating accidents were boating in
Northern California.

� Collision with another vessel was the
most common type of accident,
accounting for 32% of all Northern
California accidents, compared with 44%
in Southern California and 38% statewide.

� Inexperience was a factor in 45% of all
accidents in Northern California and was
the most common cause of accidents.

� PWC were involved in 23% of all Northern
California accidents, compared with 39%
in Southern California and 30% statewide.

� 23% of Northern California accidents
occurred during the three summer
holiday weekends.
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Total Accidents=477

Total Injuries=256
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7.7.7.7.7. Contra CostaContra CostaContra CostaContra CostaContra Costa
34.34.34.34.34. SacramentoSacramentoSacramentoSacramentoSacramento
39.39.39.39.39. San JoaquinSan JoaquinSan JoaquinSan JoaquinSan Joaquin
48.48.48.48.48. SolanoSolanoSolanoSolanoSolano
57.57.57.57.57. YYYYYolooloolooloolo

Includes accident statisticsIncludes accident statisticsIncludes accident statisticsIncludes accident statisticsIncludes accident statistics
for the following Counties:for the following Counties:for the following Counties:for the following Counties:for the following Counties:

The Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta accounted for 23% of
boating accidents, 21% of
injuries, and 24% of fatalities
in Northern California.

Additionally, the Delta accounted
for 12% of all accidents, 10% of all
injuries, and 19% of all fatalities
in California.
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Accidents involving vessels flooding/swamping or grounding were slightly
more likely to occur in the Delta.

Accidents involving open motorboats and cabin motorboats were involved
in a higher percentage of accidents than in Northern California or statewide.
Conversely, PWC were involved in only 11% of accidents, a percentage
significantly lower than Northern California or statewide.

Operators under 18 years of age accounted for only 2% of operators
involved in accidents in the Delta.  Unlike other bodies of water in
California, the numbers of operators above and below 40 years of age were
nearly equal.  Operators involved in accidents ranged in age from 11 to 77.

gnivlovnIstnediccA atleD laCroN ainrofilaC
sepyT

gnipmawS/gnidoolF %31 %8 %8
gnidnuorG %61 %11 %11

lesseVfoepyT
staobrotoMnibaC %72 %31 %61
staobrotoMnepO %36 %75 %05

tfarcretaWlanosreP %11 %32 %03
erewtahtslesseV

renwOybdetarepO %16 %94 %44
egArotarepO

81rednU %2 %11 %21
rednUdna04 %25 %46 %76

04revO %84 %63 %33
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1.1.1.1.1. AlamedaAlamedaAlamedaAlamedaAlameda
7.7.7.7.7. Contra CostaContra CostaContra CostaContra CostaContra Costa
21.21.21.21.21. MarinMarinMarinMarinMarin
28.28.28.28.28. NapaNapaNapaNapaNapa
38.38.38.38.38. San FranciscoSan FranciscoSan FranciscoSan FranciscoSan Francisco
41.41.41.41.41. San MateoSan MateoSan MateoSan MateoSan Mateo
48.48.48.48.48. SolanoSolanoSolanoSolanoSolano
49.49.49.49.49. SonomaSonomaSonomaSonomaSonoma

Includes accident statisticsIncludes accident statisticsIncludes accident statisticsIncludes accident statisticsIncludes accident statistics
for the following Counties:for the following Counties:for the following Counties:for the following Counties:for the following Counties:

* The San Francisco Bay
Area includes San Francisco
and San Pablo Bays, as well
as the San Mateo and San
Francisco County Coastlines
and the Marin County
Coastline north to Point Reyes.

San Francisco Bay

San Pablo Bay

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

0

3

410

30 5

Accidents 40
Injuries 9
Fatalities 3
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The San Francisco Bay Area
accounts for 8% of Northern
Californian boating accidents.
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The majority of boating accidents in the San Francisco Bay area involved
operators who were over 40 years of age.  In fact, the youngest operator
involved in a boating accident in this area was 31 years old.   59% of
operators involved in accidents were also the owners of the craft.

Additionally, vessels were just as likely to be involved in grounding
accidents as they were to have collided with other vessels.  Accidents
also were somewhat more likely to involve hazardous weather or
water conditions.

Accidents involving auxiliary sailboats and cabin motorboats were much
more common than in other areas of Northern California.  In 2001, no PWC-
related accidents were reported to the Department in this area.

gnivlovnIstnediccA aerAyaBFS laCroN ainrofilaC
sepyT

gnipmawS/gnidoolF %51 %8 %8
gnidnuorG %32 %11 %11

lesseVfoepyT
staobliaSyrailixuA %33 %5 %7
staobrotoMnibaC %33 %31 %61

tfarcretaWlanosreP %0 %32 %03
erewtahtslesseV

renwOybdetarepO %95 %94 %44
egArotarepO

04revO %76 %63 %33
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Shasta Lake

Folsom Lake

Lake Berryessa

Lake Tahoe
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Accidents 119
Injuries 64
Fatalities 5

����	�������	��%��
������	��������	��	�������

56% of accidents in Northern
California occurred on lakes.
Information concerning the lakes
with the largest number of boating
accidents is included below.
Several lakes have a number of
accident factors in common while
other accident factors are unique
to certain lakes.
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9.9.9.9.9. El DoradoEl DoradoEl DoradoEl DoradoEl Dorado
28.28.28.28.28. NapaNapaNapaNapaNapa
31.31.31.31.31. PlacerPlacerPlacerPlacerPlacer
34.34.34.34.34. SacramentoSacramentoSacramentoSacramentoSacramento
45.45.45.45.45. ShastaShastaShastaShastaShasta
55.55.55.55.55. TTTTTuolumneuolumneuolumneuolumneuolumne

Includes accident statisticsIncludes accident statisticsIncludes accident statisticsIncludes accident statisticsIncludes accident statistics
for the following Counties:for the following Counties:for the following Counties:for the following Counties:for the following Counties:
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Accidents involving
water skiing activities,
houseboats, open
motorboats, and rented
vessels were much more
common on Shasta Lake
then either regionally or
statewide.  Additionally in
2001, no operators under
18 years of age were
involved in accidents.

gnivlovnIstnediccA ekaLatsahS laCroN ainrofilaC
lesseVfoepyT

staobesuoH %73 %8 %5
staobrotoMnepO %36 %75 %05

tfarcretaWlanosreP %61 %32 %03
erewtahtslesseV

detneR %82 %31 %21
egArotarepO

81rednU %0 %11 %21

��������	�������	!������

gnivlovnIstnediccA asseyrreBekaL laCroN ainrofilaC
sepyT

draobrevOsllaF %62 %7 %8
gniikSretaW %62 %02 %41

sesuaC
deepSevissecxE %75 %82 %23

lesseVfoepyT
staobrotoMnepO %84 %75 %05

tfarcretaWlanosreP %75 %32 %03
egArotarepO

81rednU %91 %11 %21
rednUdna04 %98 %46 %76

gnivlovnIstnediccA ekaLmosloF laCroN ainrofilaC
sepyT

snoisilloC %45 %23 %83
sesuaC

deepSevissecxE %64 %82 %23
noitnettanIrotarepO %05 %33 %63

lesseVfoepyT
tfarcretaWlanosreP %85 %32 %03

egArotarepO
rednUdna04 %18 %46 %76
srotcaFrehtO

sdnekeeWyadiloH %33 %32 %12

gnivlovnIstnediccA eohaTekaL laCroN ainrofilaC
sepyT

gnizispaC %31 %7 %7
lesseVfoepyT

staobrotoMnepO %06 %75 %05
erewtahtslesseV

detneR %92 %31 %21
egArotarepO

81rednU %44 %11 %21

Accidents on Lake
Berryessa were more likely
to involve operators 40
years of age and under.
Additionally, the percentage
of operators involved in
accidents who were
younger than 18 years of
age was higher than
regional or statewide totals.
Falls overboard, excessive
speed, accidents involving
open motorboats, PWC,
water skiing, and rented
vessels were also common.

Accidents on Lake
Tahoe were more likely to
involve open motorboats,
capsizing, and rented
vessels.  Additionally, the
percentages of operators
younger than 18 exceeded
regional and statewide totals.

Accidents on Folsom
Lake were more likely to
involve collisions, occur
on holiday weekends,
involve PWC, and
operators 40 years of age
and under.  Many
accidents also involved
operator inattention and
excessive speed.
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