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Tri-State Safety Fair Brings Agencies Together To Promote Boating Safety 

 
PHOENIX — A consortium of state, local and federal boating agencies will host the fifth 

annual Tri-State Boating Safety Fair at Lake Havasu State Park May 3 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m to 
educate boaters about boating safety.  

    This year’s fair will encourage boaters to take a boating education class, focus on the effects 
of operating a boat while under the influence of alcohol, and convey the importance of wearing 
life jackets.  

A team of safety professionals from Arizona, California and Nevada will come together to 
conduct boating safety demonstrations on the Colorado River and encourage all water users to 
wear life jackets.  “We want to remind as many people as possible from both sides of the river 
about how important it is to exercise safe and responsible behavior while on the water,” said 
Kevin Bergersen, Arizona’s Boating Law Administrator.  

Visitors to the event will receive a “boating safety bag” full of educational materials about 
boating laws in the three states through which the Colorado River runs. Boating officials and law 
enforcement officers from each state will also answer questions at 27 different boat launch 
ramps along the river.  

”Because mandatory education is not always a prerequisite for owning a boat, outreach is 
the key to conveying important safety messages to the public,” said Raynor Tsuneyoshi, 
California’s Boating Law Administrator. 

The Boating Safety Fair will include public safety information booths, a demonstration of a 
water rescue, free vessel safety checks, and a drawing conducted by California’s boating safety 
campaign for a chance to win a personal watercraft and a seven-day house-boating trip. Safety 
Fair participants can register to be in the drawing by taking the Tri-State Boating Safety Quiz at 
the event. Winners will be notified at the end of the summer boating season.  

 

 



Page 2 of 2 
 
 

The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary and state boating safety agencies will conduct free 
vessel safety checks to ensure that boats meet legal operating requirements and that boat 
operators have proper safety gear aboard their boats. In addition, corporate sponsors like 
Kawasaki will give families a chance to trade one outgrown or unsafe life jacket for a new self-
inflatable flotation device, while supplies last. The new devices are more comfortable, affordable 
and durable. New styles will be on display. 

Boating officials will also take time to educate boaters about the recent discovery of Quagga 
mussels at lakes Mead, Mohave and Havasu. Boaters will be reminded to clean their boats and 
trailers thoroughly to prevent the spread of the destructive species.  

“Quagga mussels are a nasty invasive species that should be taken seriously,” said Fred 
Messmann, Nevada’s Boating Law Administrator. “Quagga have the potential to do tremendous 
damage to boats, infrastructure and ecosystems.” He said experts will be on hand to 
demonstrate cleaning techniques and answer questions.  

Day-use entry fee at the park will be waived, however, the boat launching fee of $9 will still 
be charged. The public is encouraged to stay the entire day to picnic, swim, fish and watch the 
events.  For more information about the boating safety fair, call Lake Havasu State Park at (928) 
855-9394 or go to www.BoatColoradoRiver.com. 
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Note to media: Before the event, call for story opportunities, a press packet or fact sheet. On the 
day of the event, reporters should check in at the Media tent by 9 a.m. or call press contacts in 
advance to set up appointments with spokespersons. You will be able to board boats at 10:30 
a.m. for 11 a.m. demonstrations. High resolution photos from prior years are available. More 
details are at www.BoatColoradoRiver.com. 
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